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TO SOLVE SENTENCE COMPLETION QUESTIONS: 

Sentence completion question puts your ability to find specific details from the passage to test and 

also examines you on how much Reading Passage you understand. Such questions will paraphrase 

the words and ideas given in the passage. Also they will include details that help you find that part 

that you need to read in detail. Carefully read the question to know the number of words required 

to fill in the blanks. 

GUIDELINES TO SOLVE: 

1. Skim read the entire passage to get the overall idea of the passage. (5 min) 

2. Understand what kind of information is given in each paragraph. You can give headings to 

each paragraph for your self-understanding. This way it’s easy for you to locate the paragraph 

which contains the information asked. 

3. Read the first statement given for the Sentence completion questions. 

4. Underline the relevant part of the statement to help you locate your answer. 

5. Look for the paragraph that has this text. 

6. Locate the text in the paragraph which is similar in meaning to what is given in the question. 

Look for keywords and paraphrases from the question. 

7. Carefully read the text, before and after the words you have found.  

8. Fill in the gaps with suitable words considering the word limit mentioned in the question. 

9. Spend less than 1 min to analyse each statement. 

 

Let’s look at the application of the above-mentioned guidelines for 

the following passage below. 
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Practice Reading 1.1 
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Complete the sentences below. 

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer. The TWO questions below are 

solved for you.  

1. Tests have shown that odours can help people recognise the ____________ belonging to their 

husbands and wives. 

2. Certain linguistic groups may have difficulty describing smell because they lack the 

appropriate ___________. 

3. The sense of smell may involve response to ________ which do not smell, in addition to 

obvious odours. 

4. Odours regarded as unpleasant in certain __________ are not regarded as unpleasant in 

others. 
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Solved examples: 

1. Tests have shown that odours can help people recognise the ____________ belonging to their 

husbands and wives. 

This text belongs to the paragraph B which mentions about the test that was carried to prove 

the essential cues of odours in social bonding. 

‘In one well-known test, women and men were able to distinguish by smell alone clothing 

worn by their marriage partners from similar clothing worn by other people.’ 

The above sentence is paraphrased in the first question. Here the prop used for comparison of 

odours for women and men is clothing. This indicates that the word for the fill in the gap is 

clothing. 

 

2. Certain linguistic groups may have difficulty describing smell because they lack the 

appropriate ___________. 

This text belongs to the paragraph D which mentions about the description of smell using 

words. 

‘Odours, unlike colours, for instance, cannot be named in many languages because the 

specific vocabulary simple doesn’t exist.’ 

The above sentence is paraphrased in the second question. One cannot describe odours 

because there is no specific vocabulary to report it. This indicates that the word for the fill in 

the gap is vocabulary. 
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Practice Exercise 1.1 

Complete the sentences below. 

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer. 

1. Tests have shown that odours can help people recognise the (clothing) belonging to their 

husbands and wives. 

2. Certain linguistic groups may have difficulty describing smell because they lack the 

appropriate (vocabulary). 

3. The sense of smell may involve response to ________ which do not smell, in addition to 

obvious odours. 

4. Odours regarded as unpleasant in certain __________ are not regarded as unpleasant in 

others. 
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Practice Reading 1.2 
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Practice Exercise1.2 

Complete the sentences below. 

Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each answer. 

1. Day length is a useful cue for breeding in areas where __________ are unpredictable. 

2. Plants which do not respond to light levels are referred to as _________. 

3. Birds in temperate climates associate longer days with nesting and the availability of 

__________ 

4. Plants that flower when days are long depend on _______ to help them reproduce. 

5. Desert annuals respond to _________ as a signal for reproduction. 

6. There is limit to the photosynthetic rate in plants such as __________. 

7. Tolerance to shade is one criterion for the _________ of plants in forestry and horticulture. 
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ANSWER KEY 

Practice Exercise 1.1 

1. Clothing 

2. Vocabulary 

3. Chemicals 

4. Cultures 

 

 

 

Practice Exercise 1.2 

1. Temperatures 

2. Day-neutral 

3. Food/ food resources/      adequate 

food/ adequate food resources 

4. Insects/ fertilization by insects 

5. Rainfall/ suitable rainfall 

6. Sugarcane 

7. classification 

 

To solve more practice tests and to improve your IELTS  

question solving skills subscribe at  

www.mentorsbasket.com 

DISCOVER WHAT YOU CAN ATTAIN WITH THE 

LANGUAGE POWER 
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